
12th InASEA Conference  ·  8–11 October 2026  ·  Ohrid  ·  20

12TH INASEA CONFERENCE

INFORMALITIES IN
SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE

8–11 October 2026 · Ohrid

ORGANIZED BY

Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius
University in Skopje

Faculty of Natural 
Sciences
and Mathematics

Organised with the support and partnership of

ONLINE ACCESS FOR INTERESTED LISTENERS

Microsoft Teams links and QR codes are provided in the programme

12th InASEA Conference  ·  8–11 October 2026  ·  Ohrid  ·  1

8–11 OCTOBER 2026
UKIM CONGRESS CENTRE · OHRID · NORTH MACEDONIA

ORGANIZED BY

Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius
University in Skopje

Faculty of Natural 
Sciences
and Mathematics

WITH THE SUPPORT AND PARTNERSHIP OF

12TH INASEA CONFERENCE

THE SOCIAL LIFE
OF INFORMALITY:

Vernacular Governance, Clientelism, and
Grey Economies in Southeast Europe



12th InASEA Conference  ·  8–11 October 2026  ·  Ohrid  ·  2

PROGRAMME THURSDAY · 8 OCTOBER

Opening Day
Registration, keynote address and Round Table I

09:00–13:00 Registration

13:00–14:00 Opening Ceremony
Welcome Addresses
Rector, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje 
Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
Head, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology 
President of InASEA
Chair of the Organising Committee

14:00–14:30 Light Lunch

14:30–15:20 Čarna Brković
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Mainz, Germany
Informality, Clientelism, Corruption, and Favours: Anthropological Theories on Getting 
Things Done

15:20–16:00 Discussion

16:00–16:20 Coffee Break

16:20–17:50 Moderator: Marijana Trivunović, Independent Consultant
Round-table participants:
Ljupcho S. Risteski, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, Skopje, North Macedonia
Olsi Lelaj, Institute of Anthropology, Academy of Science of Albania, Tirana, Albania
Ivan Rajković, Faculty of Philology, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

20:00
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COMMITTEES

Conference Committees
REVIEWING COMMITTEE
Elena Barbulescu, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Nebi Bardhoshi, Tiranë, Albania
Alenka Bartulović, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Danijela Birt Katić, Zadar, Croatia
Ioannis Manos, Thessaloniki, Greece
Robert Pichler, Vienna, Austria
Ljupcho S. Risteski, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Ljupcho S. Risteski, President of the Committee, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Mirjana Mirchevska, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Ilina Jakimovska, Head of IEA, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Davorin Trpeski, Dean of FNSM, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Ana Ashtalkovska Gajtanoska, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Ines Crvenkovska Risteska, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Viktor Trajanovski, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia

CONFERENCE SECRETARIES
Dushica Brachikj, IEA, FNSM, UKIM, Republic of North Macedonia
Aleksandar Meshkov, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia

Dinner
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OHRID & REGIONAL TRAVEL

Local & Additional Travel
Travelling from Ohrid to the Congress Centre

By Taxi
A taxi is the most convenient option for participants travelling with luggage. Taxis are available at Ohrid Bus Station, in the town 
centre, and at Ohrid Airport. Confirm the approximate fare and request the UKIM Congress Centre, not merely the village of Dolno 
Konjsko.

By Local Bus
Services operating towards Dolno Konjsko, Lagadin, and Sveti Naum may be used. Check the current timetable and confirm with 
the driver which stop is closest to the Congress Centre. Local services may be less frequent in October, particularly in the evening.
Travelling via Ohrid Airport
Ohrid St Paul the Apostle Airport is approximately 10 km northwest of Ohrid. The availability of scheduled flights varies by season. 
Participants arriving at Ohrid Airport may take a taxi directly to the Congress Centre; the destination and fare should be confirmed 
before departure.
International Bus Travel
International and regional bus connections may be available from Tirana, Prishtina, Belgrade, Sarajevo, and other centres in 
Southeast Europe. Some routes operate directly to Ohrid, while others may require a transfer in Skopje. Direct connections may not 
be available every day.
• Prishtina–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 30–40
• Tirana–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 30–40
• Belgrade–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 80–110
• Sarajevo–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 140–180
These amounts are indicative only and may vary according to the carrier, travel date, route, baggage allowance, and booking fees.
Important Travel Advice
All journey times, prices, and transport options are approximate and provided for general guidance. Participants should verify 
current timetables, fares, border-crossing requirements, baggage rules, and connection details directly with the relevant provider 
before departure.
The Conference organisers cannot be held responsible for timetable changes, missed connections, delays, or changes in transport 
prices.
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PROGRAMME FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Keynote Address II
Morning plenary session

09:00–09:50 Fabio Mattioli
The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

09:50–10:30 Discussion

10:30–11:05 Coffee Break

Parallel panels begin at 11:05 in Hall A and Hall B.
Lunch break · 13:20–14:20   |   Dinner · 20:00

Neshto od Nishto: Learning from Macedonian Informality in the Age of AI
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HALL A FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel A1
Vernacular Governance, Statehood, and Everyday Politics · Chair: Robert Pichler

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

11:05–11:20 Elena Petkova Antonova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Between the Home and the State: Parent NGOs for Children with Disabilities as Vernacular Governance in 
Bulgaria

11:20–11:35 Ervin Kaçiu
Institute of Anthropology, Academy of Sciences of Albania
From Mistrust to Non-Participation

11:35–11:55 Block I Discussion

11:55–12:15 Joint Coffee Break

12:15–12:30 Kristina Vugdelija & Duško Petrović
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, Croatia
Informal Heroes, Formal Order: How Transgression Enters Legitimate Political Contestation

12:30–12:45 Dimitris Giannakopoulos
Independent Researcher
Informalising the Social Contract: Aspects of Reciprocity in Rural Greece

12:45–13:00 Goran Kitevski
Institute of Geography, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, North Macedonia
The Otherness Within: Dimensions and Dynamics of Macedonian National Bifurcation

13:00–13:20 Block II Discussion
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THESSALONIKI & SOFIA

Alternative International Gateways
Travelling via Thessaloniki, Greece
Thessaloniki Airport (SKG) may be a convenient gateway for participants arriving from destinations with limited connections to 
Skopje or Ohrid. There is generally no simple direct public-bus connection from the airport to Ohrid, so travellers should allow 
sufficient time for transfers and border procedures.

Option 1 · Public Transport via Skopje
Take the airport bus to central Thessaloniki / the railway-station area, continue by international bus to Skopje, and then take an 
intercity bus from Skopje to Ohrid. A taxi or local bus is required for the final journey from Ohrid to the Congress Centre.
Estimated total journey time: approximately 9–11 hours from Thessaloniki Airport, depending on the connection in Skopje and 
border-crossing time.
Indicative combined cost: approximately EUR 45–70 one way, including local airport transport and the two intercity bus segments.

Option 2 · Direct Transfer or Rental Car
A direct road journey from Thessaloniki Airport to Ohrid is approximately 300 km and normally takes about 4–4.5 hours, although 
border delays may increase the travel time.
Indicative private-transfer cost: approximately EUR 200–300 per vehicle; quotations vary considerably by provider, date, vehicle, 
and number of passengers.
Travelling via Sofia, Bulgaria
Sofia Airport (SOF) is connected to central Sofia by metro. The journey to the city-centre / central-station area normally takes 
approximately 30–40 minutes and a single public-transport ticket is approximately EUR 0.80.

Option 1 · Bus to Ohrid or Bus via Skopje
A direct Sofia–Ohrid bus may operate on selected dates. When available, the journey is approximately 8.5 hours and a one-way 
ticket is around EUR 42. The more regular alternative is a Sofia–Skopje bus followed by an intercity bus from Skopje to Ohrid.
Estimated total journey time via Skopje: approximately 9–11 hours from Sofia Airport, including the city transfer and a reasonable 
connection in Skopje.
Indicative combined cost via Skopje: approximately EUR 40–60 one way.

Option 2 · Direct Transfer or Rental Car
The road distance from Sofia Airport to Ohrid is approximately 400–450 km. A direct journey normally takes about 5.5–7 hours, 
depending on the route, traffic, and border procedures.
Indicative private-transfer cost: approximately EUR 200–285 per vehicle, depending on the provider and vehicle type.
Time-zone reminder: during the Conference dates, Greece and Bulgaria are one hour ahead of North Macedonia. All departure and 
arrival times should be checked in the local time shown by the transport provider.
All Thessaloniki and Sofia figures are indicative. Participants should verify the actual route, operating day, departure point, fare, 
baggage policy, and border requirements directly with the relevant airport, bus operator, or transfer company before booking.
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VENUE & SKOPJE

Practical Travel Information
Conference Venue
Venue: Ss. Cyril and Methodius University Congress Centre
Location: Dolno Konjsko, Ohrid, North Macedonia
Google Maps Plus Code: 3R62+6W
The Congress Centre is situated approximately 8–9 km south of central Ohrid, on the eastern shore of Lake Ohrid. Participants are 
kindly requested to organise their own travel to Ohrid and onward transportation to the Congress Centre.
Arrival and Departure
Arrival: Participants are expected to arrive on 8 October 2026.
Registration: 8 October 2026, from 09:00. The official opening is scheduled for 13:00.
Departure: Participants are expected to depart on 11 October 2026. Allow sufficient time for transportation from the Congress 
Centre to Ohrid, Skopje, or the relevant airport.
Travelling via Skopje International Airport
Skopje International Airport is approximately 170 km from Ohrid. There is generally no regular direct public bus service between 
the airport and Ohrid. Participants may use one of the following options:

Option 1 · Airport Shuttle and Intercity Bus
Airport shuttle from Skopje International Airport to Skopje Central Bus Station; intercity bus from Skopje to Ohrid; taxi or local bus 
from Ohrid to the Congress Centre.
Estimated journey time: approximately 4.5–6 hours, depending on the connection in Skopje.
Indicative combined cost: approximately MKD 1,000–1,200.

Option 2 · Taxi to Skopje Central Bus Station and Bus to Ohrid
Taxi from Skopje International Airport to Skopje Central Bus Station, followed by an intercity bus to Ohrid.
Estimated journey time: approximately 4–5 hours, depending on the bus connection.
Indicative combined cost: approximately MKD 2,300–2,500.

Option 3 · Direct Taxi or Private Transfer
A direct taxi or pre-booked private transfer from Skopje International Airport to Ohrid normally takes approximately 2 hours and 
45 minutes to 3 hours.
Indicative price: approximately EUR 130–140, depending on the provider, vehicle, and final destination.
This can be a convenient option for participants travelling in small groups and sharing the cost.

Option 4 · Rental Car
Travelling by rental car from Skopje International Airport to Ohrid takes approximately three hours, depending on traffic and road 
conditions. Enter Google Maps Plus Code 3R62+6W as the final destination.
When arranging a taxi or transfer, specify the complete destination: UKIM Congress Centre, Dolno Konjsko, Ohrid — Google Maps 
Plus Code 3R62+6W. Agree or confirm the fare in advance and verify that the price includes transportation to the Congress Centre 
rather than only to central Ohrid.
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HALL B FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel B1
Clientelism, Reciprocity, and Informal Political Networks · Chair: Ioannis Manos

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

11:05–11:20 Maja Jović
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, Croatia
From Moral Economy to the Economy of Favours: Blat or Veza

11:20–11:35 Anca Filipovici
Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania / United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
Washington, DC, USA
Informal Clientelist Networks in Jewish Survival Strategies in Romania during the Second World War

11:35–11:55 Block I Discussion

11:55–12:15 Joint Coffee Break

12:15–12:30 Ágnes Kiss
Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Informal Minority Representation under Late State Socialism: Hungarian Elites and the ‘Hungarian Interest’ in 
Ceaușescu’s Romania

12:30–12:45 Rini Useini
Institute of Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of Albanians – Skopje, North Macedonia
Between Ritual and Market: Informal Economic Practices in Contemporary Weddings

12:45–13:00 Petko Hristov
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Future from the Past: The New Beginning for the Gardeners of Kubey

13:00–13:20 Block II Discussion
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HALL A FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel A2
Care, Welfare, and Social Reproduction · Chair: Alenka Bartulović

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

14:20–14:35 Aleksandra Milinković
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Disrupting Normalcy: Care as a Practice of Political Ontology of Imagination

14:35–14:50 Romana Pozniak
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research, Zagreb, Croatia
Informalised Care in the Humanitarian Governance Regime in Croatia

14:50–15:05 Ivelina Eftimova
Faculty of Humanities, Department of History and Archeology, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, Bulgaria
Ageing and Informality in a Formalised Way

15:05–15:20 Elife Krasniqi
University of Graz / seeFField, University of Regensburg
Invisible Informality: Gendered Social Reproduction and Vernacular Governance in Kosova

15:20–15:40 Block I Discussion

15:40–16:00 Joint Coffee Break

16:00–16:15 Nejra Nuna Čengić
Institute of Culture and Memory Studies ZRC SAZU, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Patchworking for Social Reproduction: Informalities of BiH Elder Caregivers across Time and Space

16:15–16:30 Roman Szorad
University of Vienna, Austria
Negotiating State and Kinship through Elderly Care in Bulgaria

16:30–16:45 Hande Bilsel
Department of Communication, Bahçeşehir University, Istanbul, Türkiye
Lifestyles of Health and Sustainability (LOHAS) Orientations among University Students in Istanbul: Informal 
Moral Economies of Care and Consumption

16:45–17:00 Rubin Zemon
Center for Advanced Research, Skopje, North Macedonia
Tokenism and Cultures of Memory in Southeast Europe: An Ethnographic Perspective

17:00–17:15 Block II Discussion
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REGISTRATION & SUPPORT

Conference Information
Conference Fee
The Conference fee is payable on site. The applicable amount depends on membership status, country of residence, and whether 
accommodation and meals are required.
• InASEA members who have paid their membership dues for the past two years: EUR 40
• Non-members and members who have not paid their dues from Albania, Bulgaria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Kosova, 
Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, and Türkiye: EUR 80
• Non-members and members in arrears from all other countries: EUR 120
• Participants who do not require accommodation and meals: EUR 40
For participants who pay the applicable Conference fee, the organisers will cover full accommodation and meals during the 
Conference.
Accommodation Support and Financial Assistance
Eligibility: Young scholars — Ph.D. students and postdoctoral researchers up to the age of 35 — who are not employed and do not 
have access to other funding sources, including project funds.
Purpose: Co-financing of accommodation and travel costs.
Maximum support: Up to EUR 150 per eligible participant.

20:30 Conference Gala Dinner
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ONLINE ACCESS MICROSOFT TEAMS

Join Online
Access links for interested listeners

Interested listeners may join Conference sessions through the Microsoft Teams links below.

Scan the QR code or use the link for the corresponding hall. Any session-specific updates will be announced by the 
organisers.

HALL A

Microsoft Teams
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/360498415683166?p=MWzzq48mOaTTdXeJi6

HALL B

Microsoft Teams
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/384923939531687?p=VWFydROnNOISZTv5zD

Interested listeners should join the hall listed for the relevant panel in the programme.
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HALL B FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel B2
Informal Economies, Labour, and Sustainable Livelihoods · Chair: Ger Duijzings

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

14:20–14:35 Aleksandar Cekov
Program Coordinator, Konrad Adenauer Foundation
Business with Integrity North Macedonia: Mobilizing SMEs as Champions against Corruption

14:35–14:50 Ivanka Petrova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Informality as a Legitimate Practice in the Sphere of Labour: Bulgarian Private Entrepreneurs Between Formal 
Institutions, Informal Networks, and the Gray Economy

14:50–15:05 Spyridon Triantafyllou
University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki, Greece
Shadow Economy, Migration, and Economic Growth: Evidence from Greece

15:05–15:20 Zlatina Bogdanova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Vernacular Cultural Governance: Informality, Creative Clusters, and Moral Economies in Sofia’s KvARTal

15:20–15:40 Block I Discussion

15:40–16:00 Joint Coffee Break

16:00–16:15 Marsida Ismaili
Department of Political Science, Faculty of Political and Legal Sciences, Aleksandër Moisiu University, Durrës, Albania
Employment Policy in Albania and Related Initiatives to Prevent and Formalise Informal Labour

16:15–16:30 Lea Hensch
European University Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder), Germany
Corruption Stigma and Formalisation Efforts in Kosovo’s BPO Sector

16:30–16:45 Barbora Navrátilová
Department of European Ethnology, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
Informal Economies and the Everyday Logistics of Tourism: Ethnographic Insights from the Bulgarian Black Sea 
Coast

16:45–17:00 Atanaska Stancheva
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Food Cooperatives in Bulgaria and Their Transformations through Time and Space

17:00–17:15 Block II Discussion

20:30 Conference Gala Dinner
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HALL A SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel A3
Migration, Mobility, and Border Crossings · Chair: Hande Bilsel

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

09:00–09:15 Jelena Košinaga
University of Graz, Graz, Austria
‘Neither Workers nor Criminals’: Systemic Invisibility, Precarious Subjectivities, and the Everyday Lives of Online 
English Teachers in Serbia

09:15–09:30 Bojana Vukojević & Tanja Petrović
Department of Sociology, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina / Institute of Culture and 
Memory Studies, ZRC SAZU, Ljubljana, Slovenia
‘Snalaženje’ as a Transferable Resource: Informal Practices among Labour Migrants from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

09:30–09:45 Petya Dimitrova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Digital Nomads as Border Artists: Navigating Southeast European Bureaucracy

09:45–10:05 Block I Discussion

10:05–10:25 Joint Coffee Break

10:25–10:40 Matej Butko
Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia
‘Doing It the Right Way’: Smuggling and the Moral Dimension of Informality in a Post-Socialist Borderland

10:40–10:55 Lenka Jakoubková & Marek Jakoubek
Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University, Prague / Institute of Social Studies, 
University of Hradec Králové, Czech Republic
Dispersed but Connected: Informality and the Digital Afterlife of Voyvodovo, a Czech Village in Bulgaria

10:55–11:10 Lumnije Kadriu
Institute of Albanology, University of Prishtina, Kosovo
Farming after Return and Levels of Informality

11:10–11:30 Block II Discussion
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PROGRAMME SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Closing Programme
Final sessions and Conference Dinner

17:35–18:05 Closing Session
Chairs: Robert Pichler and Danijela Birt Katić

18:10–19:40 General Assembly of InASEA
For InASEA members only

20:30 Conference Dinner

SUNDAY · 11 OCTOBER 2026

Departure / travel day
No formal conference sessions are scheduled.
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PROGRAMME SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Round Table II
Informality as a Mode of Governance in Southeastern Europe

15:45–17:15 Moderator: Robert Pichler, Institute for Habsburg and Balkan Studies, Austrian 
Academy of Sciences, Vienna, Austria
Round-table participants:
Ger Duijzings, Institute of History, University of Regensburg, Regensburg, Germany 
Ioannis Manos, Department of Balkan, Slavic, and Oriental Studies, University of Macedonia, 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Elife Krasniqi
University of Graz / seeFField, University of Regensburg

Saturday schedule

11:30–12:30 Lunch Break

15:30–15:45 Short Transition Break

17:15–17:35 Coffee Break
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HALL B SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel B3
Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

09:00–09:15 Mattia Pagni
University of Siena, Italy
Between Shtëpitë and Banesat: Outline of a Political Anthropology of Dwelling in Tirana’s Social Houses

09:15–09:30 Alexandru Axinte
Department of Landscape, Faculty of Horticulture, University of Agronomic Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Bucharest
Discreet Commoning in the Bloc: Informal Practices of 'Living Together' in the Collective Housing Estates of Post-
Socialist Bucharest

09:30–09:45 Agata Rogos
Academy of Art in Szczecin, Szczecin, Poland
Vernacular Solidarities: Informality and Managed Barracks Housing in Socialist Skopje

09:45–10:05 Block I Discussion

10:05–10:25 Joint Coffee Break

10:25–10:40 Marek Matyjanka
Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland
Improvised Infrastructures: Vernacular Urbanism and the Making of Skopje

10:40–10:55 Zsuzsa Plainer
Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Informality and Its Future: Memories of a One-Time Roma Colony in Romania

10:55–11:10 Nevena Dimova
New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria
Going to School: Informal Relations and Educational Experiences in a Small Town

11:10–11:30 Block II Discussion

Urban and Local Informality, Housing, and Social Infrastructure · Chair: Yana Yancheva
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HALL A SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel A4
Culture, Media, and Digital Transformations · Chair: Elife Krasniqi

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

12:30–12:45 Daniela Simeonova-Koroudjieva
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Digital Transformations of Informality: On the Significance of the Public Domain for Cultural Exchange in the Age 
of AI

12:45–13:00 Anton Angelov
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Informal Imperatives and Practice in the Bulgarian Socialist Recording Industry (1960s–1980s)

13:00–13:15 Dimitar V. Atanassov
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Narrating Degradation: Commercial Music and Corruption in Bulgaria over the Last Three Decades

13:15–13:30 Mikaela Minga
Institute of Anthropology, Academy of Sciences of Albania / University of Arts, Tirana, Albania
Home Music Studios in Albania: A Coming of Age

13:30–13:50 Block I Discussion

13:50–14:10 Joint Coffee Break

14:10–14:25 Rigels Halili
Centre for East European Studies, University of Warsaw, Poland
The Street Booksellers in Tirana: Books, Informality, and Culture

14:25–14:40 Evgenia Blagoeva
New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria
Teen Dress Codes and Informal Communication in a Post-Socialist City

14:40–14:55 Yana Yancheva
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Childhood in the Period of Socialism: Informal Activities and Time

14:55–15:10 Mircea Păduraru
Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iași, Romania
Informal Economies of Sex and Love in Recent Romania

15:10–15:30 Panel Discussion · continued
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HALL B SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel B4
Memory, Heritage, and Post-Socialist Transformations · Chair: Yana Yancheva

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

12:30–12:45 Dushica Brachikj
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, 
Skopje, North Macedonia
The Afterlife of Yugoslavia: Politics of Belonging in Post-Socialist Macedonia

12:45–13:00 Zanita Halimi
Department of Anthropology, University of Prishtina, Kosovo
Post-Memory as Social Practice: Informal Transmission and the Making of War Memory in Kosovo

13:00–13:15 Milena Jokanović
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Informal Collections in Times of Formal Dissolution

13:15–13:30 Block I Discussion

13:30–13:50 Block I Discussion

13:50–14:10 Joint Coffee Break

14:10–14:25 Danijela Birt Katić
Department of Ethnology and Anthropology, University of Zadar, Croatia
The Bjelovar Budnica: Negotiating Informality and Institutionalisation in a Living Cultural Practice

14:25–14:40 Milena Dragova & Meglena Zlatkova
Department of Ethnology, Faculty of Philosophy and History, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria
From Local Practices to Heritage: Negotiating Heritage through Cultural Projects in Bulgaria

14:40–14:55 Arsim Canolli
Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Prishtina, Kosovo
From Homes to Museums: Families, Communities, and Atrocity Exhibitions in Kosova

14:55–15:10 Mladen Zobec
Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies, Regensburg, Germany
‘Privatnici’: The Self-Employed Half-Proletariat in Socialist Yugoslavia

15:10–15:30 Block II Discussion
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HALL A SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel A4
Culture, Media, and Digital Transformations · Chair: Elife Krasniqi

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

12:30–12:45 Daniela Simeonova-Koroudjieva
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Digital Transformations of Informality: On the Significance of the Public Domain for Cultural Exchange in the Age 
of AI

12:45–13:00 Anton Angelov
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Informal Imperatives and Practice in the Bulgarian Socialist Recording Industry (1960s–1980s)

13:00–13:15 Dimitar V. Atanassov
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Narrating Degradation: Commercial Music and Corruption in Bulgaria over the Last Three Decades

13:15–13:30 Mikaela Minga
Institute of Anthropology, Academy of Sciences of Albania / University of Arts, Tirana, Albania
Home Music Studios in Albania: A Coming of Age

13:30–13:50 Block I Discussion

13:50–14:10 Joint Coffee Break

14:10–14:25 Rigels Halili
Centre for East European Studies, University of Warsaw, Poland
The Street Booksellers in Tirana: Books, Informality, and Culture

14:25–14:40 Evgenia Blagoeva
New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria
Teen Dress Codes and Informal Communication in a Post-Socialist City

14:40–14:55 Yana Yancheva
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Childhood in the Period of Socialism: Informal Activities and Time

14:55–15:10 Mircea Păduraru
Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iași, Romania
Informal Economies of Sex and Love in Recent Romania

15:10–15:30 Panel Discussion · continued
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HALL B SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel B4
Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

12:30–12:45 Dushica Brachikj
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, 
Skopje, North Macedonia
The Afterlife of Yugoslavia: Politics of Belonging in Post-Socialist Macedonia

12:45–13:00 Zanita Halimi
Department of Anthropology, University of Prishtina, Kosovo
Post-Memory as Social Practice: Informal Transmission and the Making of War Memory in Kosovo

13:00–13:15 Milena Jokanović
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Informal Collections in Times of Formal Dissolution

13:50–14:10 Joint Coffee Break

14:10–14:25 Danijela Birt Katić
Department of Ethnology and Anthropology, University of Zadar, Croatia
The Bjelovar Budnica: Negotiating Informality and Institutionalisation in a Living Cultural Practice

14:25–14:40 Milena Dragova & Meglena Zlatkova
Department of Ethnology, Faculty of Philosophy and History, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria
From Local Practices to Heritage: Negotiating Heritage through Cultural Projects in Bulgaria

14:40–14:55 Arsim Canolli
Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Prishtina, Kosovo
From Homes to Museums: Families, Communities, and Atrocity Exhibitions in Kosova

14:55–15:10 Mladen Zobec
Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies, Regensburg, Germany
‘Privatnici’: The Self-Employed Half-Proletariat in Socialist Yugoslavia

15:10–15:30 Block II Discussion

Memory, Heritage, and Post-Socialist Transformations · Chair: Lumnije Kadriu

13:15–13:50 Block I Discussion
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PROGRAMME SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Round Table II
Informality as a Mode of Governance in Southeastern Europe

15:45–17:15 Moderator: Robert Pichler, Institute for Habsburg and Balkan Studies, Austrian 
Academy of Sciences, Vienna, Austria
Round-table participants:
Ger Duijzings, Institute of History, University of Regensburg, Regensburg, Germany 
Ioannis Manos, Department of Balkan, Slavic, and Oriental Studies, University of Macedonia, 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Elife Krasniqi
University of Graz / seeFField, University of Regensburg

Saturday schedule

11:30–12:30 Lunch Break

15:30–15:45 Short Transition Break

17:15–17:35 Coffee Break

12th InASEA Conference  ·  8–11 October 2026  ·  Ohrid  ·  9

HALL B SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel B3
Urban and Local Informality, Housing, and Social Infrastructure · Chair: Lumnije Kadriu

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

09:00–09:15 Mattia Pagni
University of Siena, Italy
Between Shtëpitë and Banesat: Outline of a Political Anthropology of Dwelling in Tirana’s Social Houses

09:15–09:30 Alexandru Axinte
Department of Landscape, Faculty of Horticulture, University of Agronomic Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Bucharest
Discreet Commoning in the Bloc: Informal Practices of 'Living Together' in the Collective Housing Estates of Post-
Socialist Bucharest

09:30–09:45 Agata Rogos
Academy of Art in Szczecin, Szczecin, Poland
Vernacular Solidarities: Informality and Managed Barracks Housing in Socialist Skopje

09:45–10:05 Block I Discussion

10:05–10:25 Joint Coffee Break

10:25–10:40 Marek Matyjanka
Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland
Improvised Infrastructures: Vernacular Urbanism and the Making of Skopje

10:40–10:55 Zsuzsa Plainer
Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Informality and Its Future: Memories of a One-Time Roma Colony in Romania

10:55–11:10 Nevena Dimova
New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria
Going to School: Informal Relations and Educational Experiences in a Small Town

11:10–11:30 Block II Discussion
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HALL A SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Panel A3
Migration, Mobility, and Border Crossings · Chair: Hande Bilsel

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

09:00–09:15 Jelena Košinaga
University of Graz, Graz, Austria
‘Neither Workers nor Criminals’: Systemic Invisibility, Precarious Subjectivities, and the Everyday Lives of Online 
English Teachers in Serbia

09:15–09:30 Bojana Vukojević & Tanja Petrović
Department of Sociology, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina / Institute of Culture and 
Memory Studies, ZRC SAZU, Ljubljana, Slovenia
‘Snalaženje’ as a Transferable Resource: Informal Practices among Labour Migrants from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

09:30–09:45 Petya Dimitrova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Digital Nomads as Border Artists: Navigating Southeast European Bureaucracy

09:45–10:05 Block I Discussion

10:05–10:25 Joint Coffee Break

10:25–10:40 Matej Butko
Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia
‘Doing It the Right Way’: Smuggling and the Moral Dimension of Informality in a Post-Socialist Borderland

10:40–10:55 Lenka Jakoubková & Marek Jakoubek
Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University, Prague / Institute of Social Studies, 
University of Hradec Králové, Czech Republic
Dispersed but Connected: Informality and the Digital Afterlife of Voyvodovo, a Czech Village in Bulgaria

10:55–11:10 Lumnije Kadriu
Institute of Albanology, University of Prishtina, Kosovo
Farming after Return and Levels of Informality

11:10–11:30 Block II Discussion
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PROGRAMME SATURDAY · 10 OCTOBER

Closing Programme
Final sessions and Conference Dinner

17:35–18:05 Closing Session

18:10–19:40 General Assembly of InASEA
For InASEA members only

20:30 Conference Dinner

SUNDAY · 11 OCTOBER 2026

Departure / travel day
No formal conference sessions are scheduled.

Chairs: Robert Pichler, Danijela Birt Katić, and Ljupcho S. Risteski
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ONLINE ACCESS MICROSOFT TEAMS

Join Online
Access links for interested listeners

Interested listeners may join Conference sessions through the Microsoft Teams links below.

Scan the QR code or use the link for the corresponding hall. Any session-specific updates will be announced by the 
organisers.

HALL A

Microsoft Teams
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/360498415683166?p=MWzzq48mOaTTdXeJi6

HALL B

Microsoft Teams
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/384923939531687?p=VWFydROnNOISZTv5zD

Interested listeners should join the hall listed for the relevant panel in the programme.

12th InASEA Conference  ·  8–11 October 2026  ·  Ohrid  ·  7

HALL B FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel B2
Informal Economies, Labour, and Sustainable Livelihoods · Chair: Ger Duijzings

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

14:20–14:35 Aleksandar Cekov
Program Coordinator, Konrad Adenauer Foundation
Business with Integrity North Macedonia: Mobilizing SMEs as Champions against Corruption

14:35–14:50 Ivanka Petrova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Informality as a Legitimate Practice in the Sphere of Labour: Bulgarian Private Entrepreneurs Between Formal 
Institutions, Informal Networks, and the Gray Economy

14:50–15:05 Spyridon Triantafyllou
University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki, Greece
Shadow Economy, Migration, and Economic Growth: Evidence from Greece

15:05–15:20 Zlatina Bogdanova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Vernacular Cultural Governance: Informality, Creative Clusters, and Moral Economies in Sofia’s KvARTal

15:20–15:40 Block I Discussion

15:40–16:00 Joint Coffee Break

16:00–16:15 Marsida Ismaili
Department of Political Science, Faculty of Political and Legal Sciences, Aleksandër Moisiu University, Durrës, Albania
Employment Policy in Albania and Related Initiatives to Prevent and Formalise Informal Labour

16:15–16:30 Lea Hensch
European University Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder), Germany
Corruption Stigma and Formalisation Efforts in Kosovo’s BPO Sector

16:30–16:45 Barbora Navrátilová
Department of European Ethnology, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
Informal Economies and the Everyday Logistics of Tourism: Ethnographic Insights from the Bulgarian Black Sea 
Coast

16:45–17:00 Atanaska Stancheva
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Food Cooperatives in Bulgaria and Their Transformations through Time and Space

17:00–17:15 Block II Discussion

20:30 Conference Gala Dinner

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/360498415683166?p=MWzzq48mOaTTdXeJi6
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/384923939531687?p=VWFydROnNOISZTv5zD
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z1QVcC9QnV9hGqdusp9voeskE3noPDtD/view?usp=sharing
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HALL A FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel A2
Care, Welfare, and Social Reproduction · Chair: Alenka Bartulović

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

14:20–14:35 Aleksandra Milinković
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Disrupting Normalcy: Care as a Practice of Political Ontology of Imagination

14:35–14:50 Romana Pozniak
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research, Zagreb, Croatia
Informalised Care in the Humanitarian Governance Regime in Croatia

14:50–15:05 Ivelina Eftimova
Faculty of Humanities, Department of History and Archeology, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, Bulgaria
Ageing and Informality in a Formalised Way

15:05–15:20 Elife Krasniqi
University of Graz / seeFField, University of Regensburg
Invisible Informality: Gendered Social Reproduction and Vernacular Governance in Kosova

15:20–15:40 Block I Discussion

15:40–16:00 Joint Coffee Break

16:00–16:15 Nejra Nuna Čengić
Institute of Culture and Memory Studies ZRC SAZU, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Patchworking for Social Reproduction: Informalities of BiH Elder Caregivers across Time and Space

16:15–16:30 Roman Szorad
University of Vienna, Austria
Negotiating State and Kinship through Elderly Care in Bulgaria

16:30–16:45 Hande Bilsel
Department of Communication, Bahçeşehir University, Istanbul, Türkiye
Lifestyles of Health and Sustainability (LOHAS) Orientations among University Students in Istanbul: Informal 
Moral Economies of Care and Consumption

16:45–17:00 Rubin Zemon
Center for Advanced Research, Skopje, North Macedonia
Tokenism and Cultures of Memory in Southeast Europe: An Ethnographic Perspective

17:00–17:15 Block II Discussion
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REGISTRATION & SUPPORT

Conference Information

20:30 Conference Gala Dinner

Conference Fee
All Conference participants are required to pay a Conference fee of EUR 40 on site.

Accommodation Support and Financial Assistance
Eligibility: Young scholars — Ph.D. students and postdoctoral researchers up to the age of 35 — who are not employed and do not
have access to other funding sources, including project funds.
Purpose: Co-financing of accommodation and travel costs.
Maximum support: Up to EUR 150 per eligible participant.
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VENUE & SKOPJE

Practical Travel Information
Conference Venue
Venue: Ss. Cyril and Methodius University Congress Centre
Location: Dolno Konjsko, Ohrid, North Macedonia
Google Maps Plus Code: 3R62+6W
The Congress Centre is situated approximately 8–9 km south of central Ohrid, on the eastern shore of Lake Ohrid. Participants are 
kindly requested to organise their own travel to Ohrid and onward transportation to the Congress Centre.
Arrival and Departure
Arrival: Participants are expected to arrive on 8 October 2026.
Registration: 8 October 2026, from 09:00. The official opening is scheduled for 13:00.
Departure: Participants are expected to depart on 11 October 2026. Allow sufficient time for transportation from the Congress 
Centre to Ohrid, Skopje, or the relevant airport.
Travelling via Skopje International Airport
Skopje International Airport is approximately 170 km from Ohrid. There is generally no regular direct public bus service between 
the airport and Ohrid. Participants may use one of the following options:

Option 1 · Airport Shuttle and Intercity Bus
Airport shuttle from Skopje International Airport to Skopje Central Bus Station; intercity bus from Skopje to Ohrid; taxi or local bus 
from Ohrid to the Congress Centre.
Estimated journey time: approximately 4.5–6 hours, depending on the connection in Skopje.
Indicative combined cost: approximately MKD 1,000–1,200.

Option 2 · Taxi to Skopje Central Bus Station and Bus to Ohrid
Taxi from Skopje International Airport to Skopje Central Bus Station, followed by an intercity bus to Ohrid.
Estimated journey time: approximately 4–5 hours, depending on the bus connection.
Indicative combined cost: approximately MKD 2,300–2,500.

Option 3 · Direct Taxi or Private Transfer
A direct taxi or pre-booked private transfer from Skopje International Airport to Ohrid normally takes approximately 2 hours and 
45 minutes to 3 hours.
Indicative price: approximately EUR 130–140, depending on the provider, vehicle, and final destination.
This can be a convenient option for participants travelling in small groups and sharing the cost.

Option 4 · Rental Car
Travelling by rental car from Skopje International Airport to Ohrid takes approximately three hours, depending on traffic and road 
conditions. Enter Google Maps Plus Code 3R62+6W as the final destination.
When arranging a taxi or transfer, specify the complete destination: UKIM Congress Centre, Dolno Konjsko, Ohrid — Google Maps 
Plus Code 3R62+6W. Agree or confirm the fare in advance and verify that the price includes transportation to the Congress Centre 
rather than only to central Ohrid.
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HALL B FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel B1
Clientelism, Reciprocity, and Informal Political Networks · Chair: Ioannis Manos

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall B · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

11:05–11:20 Maja Jović
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, Croatia
From Moral Economy to the Economy of Favours: Blat or Veza

11:20–11:35 Anca Filipovici
Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania / United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
Washington, DC, USA
Informal Clientelist Networks in Jewish Survival Strategies in Romania during the Second World War

11:35–11:55 Block I Discussion

11:55–12:15 Joint Coffee Break

12:15–12:30 Ágnes Kiss
Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Informal Minority Representation under Late State Socialism: Hungarian Elites and the ‘Hungarian Interest’ in 
Ceaușescu’s Romania

12:30–12:45 Rini Useini
Institute of Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of Albanians – Skopje, North Macedonia
Between Ritual and Market: Informal Economic Practices in Contemporary Weddings

12:45–13:00 Petko Hristov
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Future from the Past: The New Beginning for the Gardeners of Kubey

13:00–13:20 Block II Discussion
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HALL A FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Panel A1
Vernacular Governance, Statehood, and Everyday Politics · Chair: Robert Pichler

Interested listeners: Microsoft Teams · Hall A · QR codes on page 14

TIME PRESENTATION

11:05–11:20 Elena Petkova Antonova
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Between the Home and the State: Parent NGOs for Children with Disabilities as Vernacular Governance in 
Bulgaria

11:20–11:35 Ervin Kaçiu
Institute of Anthropology, Academy of Sciences of Albania
From Mistrust to Non-Participation

11:35–11:55 Block I Discussion

11:55–12:15 Joint Coffee Break

12:15–12:30 Kristina Vugdelija & Duško Petrović
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, Croatia
Informal Heroes, Formal Order: How Transgression Enters Legitimate Political Contestation

12:30–12:45 Dimitris Giannakopoulos
Independent Researcher
Informalising the Social Contract: Aspects of Reciprocity in Rural Greece

12:45–13:00 Goran Kitevski
Institute of Geography, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, North Macedonia
The Otherness Within: Dimensions and Dynamics of Macedonian National Bifurcation

13:00–13:20 Block II Discussion
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THESSALONIKI & SOFIA

Alternative International Gateways
Travelling via Thessaloniki, Greece
Thessaloniki Airport (SKG) may be a convenient gateway for participants arriving from destinations with limited connections to 
Skopje or Ohrid. There is generally no simple direct public-bus connection from the airport to Ohrid, so travellers should allow 
sufficient time for transfers and border procedures.

Option 1 · Public Transport via Skopje
Take the airport bus to central Thessaloniki / the railway-station area, continue by international bus to Skopje, and then take an 
intercity bus from Skopje to Ohrid. A taxi or local bus is required for the final journey from Ohrid to the Congress Centre.
Estimated total journey time: approximately 9–11 hours from Thessaloniki Airport, depending on the connection in Skopje and 
border-crossing time.
Indicative combined cost: approximately EUR 45–70 one way, including local airport transport and the two intercity bus segments.

Option 2 · Direct Transfer or Rental Car
A direct road journey from Thessaloniki Airport to Ohrid is approximately 300 km and normally takes about 4–4.5 hours, although 
border delays may increase the travel time.
Indicative private-transfer cost: approximately EUR 200–300 per vehicle; quotations vary considerably by provider, date, vehicle, 
and number of passengers.
Travelling via Sofia, Bulgaria
Sofia Airport (SOF) is connected to central Sofia by metro. The journey to the city-centre / central-station area normally takes 
approximately 30–40 minutes and a single public-transport ticket is approximately EUR 0.80.

Option 1 · Bus to Ohrid or Bus via Skopje
A direct Sofia–Ohrid bus may operate on selected dates. When available, the journey is approximately 8.5 hours and a one-way 
ticket is around EUR 42. The more regular alternative is a Sofia–Skopje bus followed by an intercity bus from Skopje to Ohrid.
Estimated total journey time via Skopje: approximately 9–11 hours from Sofia Airport, including the city transfer and a reasonable 
connection in Skopje.
Indicative combined cost via Skopje: approximately EUR 40–60 one way.

Option 2 · Direct Transfer or Rental Car
The road distance from Sofia Airport to Ohrid is approximately 400–450 km. A direct journey normally takes about 5.5–7 hours, 
depending on the route, traffic, and border procedures.
Indicative private-transfer cost: approximately EUR 200–285 per vehicle, depending on the provider and vehicle type.
Time-zone reminder: during the Conference dates, Greece and Bulgaria are one hour ahead of North Macedonia. All departure and 
arrival times should be checked in the local time shown by the transport provider.
All Thessaloniki and Sofia figures are indicative. Participants should verify the actual route, operating day, departure point, fare, 
baggage policy, and border requirements directly with the relevant airport, bus operator, or transfer company before booking.
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OHRID & REGIONAL TRAVEL

Local & Additional Travel
Travelling from Ohrid to the Congress Centre

By Taxi
A taxi is the most convenient option for participants travelling with luggage. Taxis are available at Ohrid Bus Station, in the town 
centre, and at Ohrid Airport. Confirm the approximate fare and request the UKIM Congress Centre, not merely the village of Dolno 
Konjsko.

By Local Bus
Services operating towards Dolno Konjsko, Lagadin, and Sveti Naum may be used. Check the current timetable and confirm with 
the driver which stop is closest to the Congress Centre. Local services may be less frequent in October, particularly in the evening.
Travelling via Ohrid Airport
Ohrid St Paul the Apostle Airport is approximately 10 km northwest of Ohrid. The availability of scheduled flights varies by season. 
Participants arriving at Ohrid Airport may take a taxi directly to the Congress Centre; the destination and fare should be confirmed 
before departure.
International Bus Travel
International and regional bus connections may be available from Tirana, Prishtina, Belgrade, Sarajevo, and other centres in 
Southeast Europe. Some routes operate directly to Ohrid, while others may require a transfer in Skopje. Direct connections may not 
be available every day.
• Prishtina–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 30–40
• Tirana–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 30–40
• Belgrade–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 80–110
• Sarajevo–Ohrid return: approximately EUR 140–180
These amounts are indicative only and may vary according to the carrier, travel date, route, baggage allowance, and booking fees.
Important Travel Advice
All journey times, prices, and transport options are approximate and provided for general guidance. Participants should verify 
current timetables, fares, border-crossing requirements, baggage rules, and connection details directly with the relevant provider 
before departure.
The Conference organisers cannot be held responsible for timetable changes, missed connections, delays, or changes in transport 
prices.
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PROGRAMME FRIDAY · 9 OCTOBER

Keynote Address II
Morning plenary session

09:00–09:50 Fabio Mattioli
The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia
Grey Economies, Crisis, and the Everyday State in Southeast Europe

09:50–10:30 Discussion

10:30–11:05 Coffee Break

Parallel panels begin at 11:05 in Hall A and Hall B.
Lunch break · 13:20–14:20   |   Dinner · 20:00
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PROGRAMME THURSDAY · 8 OCTOBER

Opening Day
Registration, keynote address and Round Table I

09:00–13:00 Registration

13:00–14:00 Opening Ceremony
Welcome Addresses
Rector, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje 
Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
Head, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology 
President of InASEA
Chair of the Organising Committee

14:00–14:30 Light Lunch

14:30–15:20 Čarna Brković
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Mainz, Germany
Informality, Clientelism, Corruption, and Favours: Anthropological Theories on Getting 
Things Done

15:20–16:00 Discussion

16:00–16:20 Coffee Break

16:20–17:50 Moderator: Marijana Trivunović, Independent Consultant
Round-table participants:
Ljupcho S. Risteski, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, Skopje, North Macedonia
Olsi Lelaj, Institute of Anthropology, Academy of Science of Albania, Tirana, Albania
Ivan Rajković, Faculty of Philology, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

20:00 Welcome Reception
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COMMITTEES

Conference Committees
REVIEWING COMMITTEE
Elena Barbulescu, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Nebi Bardhoshi, Tiranë, Albania
Alenka Bartulović, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Danijela Birt Katić, Zadar, Croatia
Ioannis Manos, Thessaloniki, Greece
Robert Pichler, Vienna, Austria
Ljupcho S. Risteski, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Ljupcho S. Risteski, President of the Committee, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Mirjana Mirchevska, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Ilina Jakimovska, Head of IEA, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Davorin Trpeski, Dean of FNSM, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Ana Ashtalkovska Gajtanoska, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Ines Crvenkovska Risteska, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Viktor Trajanovski, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia

CONFERENCE SECRETARIES
Dushica Brachikj, IEA, FNSM, UKIM, Republic of North Macedonia
Aleksandar Meshkov, Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
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ORGANIZED BY

Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius
University in Skopje

Faculty of Natural 
Sciences
and Mathematics

Organised with the support and partnership of

ONLINE ACCESS FOR INTERESTED LISTENERS

Microsoft Teams links and QR codes are provided in the programme
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